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| Many years ago..7| 


in a realm, unlike any other. 


There dwelled a land where peace ruled. 


And dreams became reality. 
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in a time when happiness, 
and joy were everywhere... 


and laughter was as prominent 
as the wind it was carried on. 




Where imaginations' limitations 
seemed endless. 


■mmm 


There was 
a story. 


There is 
always a 
story... 
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This may be one you 
are familiar with. 


I know I have heard it many times 
before, as the years flow by. 


for we have only 
just begun. 


of beauty, 


and of course 
heartbreak 
and pain. 


And unlike the end, where there 
is but one, a beginning has many 
places to start. 


So let's start at 
this beginning. 









i The story of love so 

pure, like that of water 
untouched from a stream, 

1 t c\ r\ 




1 But let's not get too 
far ahead here 
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THOUGH IT POES NOT 
COMPARE TO /OUR 
BEAUT/. V 


so you 

HAVE! 


CAUGHT yOU. 


^ BUT I'M AFRAIP 
yOU HAVEN'T CAUGHT ME, 
PEAR GEOFFREV! ^ 


HAHAHA 


OMPH 


r AWW/ HOW ^ 

NOW, 

I ORIGINAL OF ] 

^ EVELVN, I BELIEVE ^ 

YUU. J 

J yOU PROMISEP ME L 

A KISS WHEN I /$ 


\ / FOUNP 111 




\ 1 you: k // JJ 


T. yy - X ViV>K 



-Or -a'lv . \W\]) 

f // \ \ vAtSBv 

^ I mape^^^^^H 










































































^ you KNOW ^ 
X AM SO INS TO CATCH 
YOU. JUST ACCEPT 
YOUR LOSS NOW. 


VERY 

TRUE, IT 15 NO 
PRIZE TO KISS 
YOU, 

, GEOFFREY. , 


NOT ^ 

WHAT YOU WERE 
SAY INS LAST 
NIGHT/ MS. PU 
LAC. . 


MORNING/ MR. ANP 
MRS. POORMOUSE! 


PROBABLY 
JUST TOO 
MUCH PREAM 
ROOT MEAP. 


MORNING, 

EVELVN! 


SHELL ^ 
RIGHT, EXCUSE 
YOU! . 


Y THAT 1 
yOUNG 
HATTER 
CHASING yOU 
AGAIN 

L TOPAy? A 


YOU 

KNOW IT. 


AH, 

YOUNG 

LOVE. 


r VO N'T BE ^ 
GOING ON ABOUT 
LOVE AGAIN/ 
l DOLORES. a 


OH, PON'T 

r you MINP HIM/ HE'S ^ 
JUST BEING CRANKy. 
EVER SINCE WE HAP THE 
CHILDREN HE HASN'T 
. BEEN GETTING MUCH t 
L. SLEEP. ^ 


WHAT 

WAS.,, 


SytyVEELLyNNHt WN 







































...WHERE 
1711? THAT COME 
FROM? 


WELL...NOT 

HERE. ALWAYS ONE STEP 
AHEAP OF ME. 


LOST 

HER AGAIN, 
PIP WE? 


IT'S 

ALWAVS THE GAMES 
. WITH VOU TWO. . 


X WONPER 
IF GEOFFREV 
HAS 


you KNOW X 
HATE BEING CALLEP 
THAT. 


HELLO 

THERE, 

APALAIPE. 


EvWELyNNNM 


ONLy EVIE 
CAN CALL ME 
APALAIPE. 


ONLy 

LIVE 

ONCE. 


HELP 

US! 


SO PO 

yOU GET TIREP 
. OF THIS? . 


OF 

WHAT? 

LOVE? 


IF THAT'S 
WHAT yOU CALL 
IT. 


IT IS. I LOVE VOUR 

SISTER ANP SHE LOVES ME. SHE JUST 
HAS A PIFFERENT WAY OF SHOWING IT. 


r OKAy, WELL, ~ 
I'M HEAPING 
TOWARPS THE 
INSIPE OUT 
MOUNTAINS. yOU 
HEAP TO PLEP 
KPLOP PONP^ 
WE'LL *^6 
r MEET AT 1 
NANNERTON 
FOREST, IF WE 
L PON'T FINP j 
L HER. A 


' JUST BE ^ 
CAREFUL, yOU PON'T 
WANT TO GET yOUR 
v HEART BROKEN. ^ 


WE'RE 

FINE. THIS IS 
w NORMAL. ^ 

























WHAT 

THE 

HELL? 


imaum 
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This was another beginning, y 


WHAT \€> 
THIS? 
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This is where the story 
takes its first turn. 


THIS ^ 
ISN'T../THERE 
IS SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT 
. HERE. . 


Where we pull back a layer. 


X HAVE 
BEEN ALL 
OVER THIS 
REALM. 


^ FROM THE ^ 
LAN 17 OF LITERAL/ TO 
THE BOARP KINGDOM 
. OF CHESSTOPIA. . 


ANP I 
HAVE NEVER 
SEEN ANYTHING 
LIKE VOU. . 









































































WHAT 

ARE 

YOU? 


Do not blame 
poor Evelyn. 


For she did 
not know what 
she had done. 


ARE 

YOU?...ARE. 
. YOU... 


EVELYN! 
























































































But that story will 
come soon enough. 


Just know. 


r HAVE ^ 
YOU BEEN IN 
THERE THE 
WHOLE 
^ TIME? , 


r WE ^ 

HAVE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR 
VOU FOR 
^ HOURS. A 


w HOURS? ^ 
X HAVE ONLV 
BEEN HERE 
MOMENTS 
BEFORE VOU 
^ARRIVEP. a 


EVELyN! 
WHERE ARE 

you? 


r WELL, ^ 
WE MUST 
HURRy. WE 
ARE GOING TO 
L BE LATE, a 


r you ^ 

CAN TELL ME 
ALL ABOUT 
youR 

ADVENTURE ON 

k the wAy. y 


I'M 

COMING! 


















































~ TO MY LOYAL ~ 
SUBJECTS. TO ANOTHER 
WONDERFUL TP AY IN 
^ OUR LANP. ^4 


ANP TO THE 
UNIFIEP KINGDOM OF 

. suns'. 


MAY 

PEACE REIGN ANP 
. REMAIN! . 


^ AY'. MAY 
PEACE... RRN ANP RRN. 
^ AM X RIGHT? 


RI-RIBBIT, 
MY SOOT? 
CARPENTER! 


WAS THIS LANE 7 EVER 
NOT HAP PEACE? SOME 
[PAYS X FEEL I MAY PIE 
OF AN INSUFFERABLE 
^ BOREPOM. ^ 


CAREFUL, SISTER. 

VOU'LL ANGER THE GOPS OF 
WONPERLANP, ANP THEV WILL WAKE 


HA! PO NEITHER 
OF VOL THINK OF ANyTHING 
PIFFERENT? ^ 


^ OH APALAIPE, ^ 
PREFER WHAT YOU LIKE. BOTH 
feARE EOUAL PUNISHMENT.^ 


RIGHT, 

PEAR? 


^ you ^ 

WOULPN'T ACT THE SAME 
AS ALWAYS WITHOUT THE 
^ TITLE CHANGE? ^ 


HAR, HAR, HAR. ^ 
IF ONLy yOU'P LET ME 
MARRy you. . 


you KNOW I 
CARE NOT FOR A 
WEPPING. 


\\\V FROM THEIR FOREVER SLUMBER, ^ M j 
ANP GIVE you A HUSBANP. 3 ■ 


\f^r MAYBE 



II y X'TP PREFER A ) 1 

wife. ^ 



























































MYSTERIOUS 
CAVE VOU 
V FOUNP. y 


r but ves, > 

THAT CAVE. THERE 
WAS SOMETHING 
THERE. SOMETHING X 
^ CAN'T EXPLAIN. A 


I'M SURE IT WAS 
NOTHING. JUST ANOTHER 
CREEPV, PARK CAVE. 


BORING? 


ANP TO THE 
BEAUTIFUL REALM OF 
PREAMS WHERE A MAN'S 
BEST FRIENP CAN BE THIS 
^ PRUNK OF A FROG! V 


r NO, THERE 
WAS SOMETHING 
THERE.,.CREEPING. 
^ TRVING TO^— 


^ IT FELT OPP, ^ 
ALMOST ROTTEN. BUT 
AT THE SAME TIME 
^ EUPHORIC. 


r yEAH, WELL, I ^ 
THINK X MAy HAVE TO 
CHECK THIS SPOOKV 
CAVE OUT FOR 
L. MySELF. V 


FINE. OH PEAREST, 
OVERPRAMATIC 
EVELyN. I WILL PO 
. as you WISH. 


APALAIPE, PLEASE. 
I BEG yOU, PO NOT 
GO LOOKING FOR 
s. THAT CAVE. ^ 


WHAT 
I FELT 
THERE 
WAS NOT 
k RIGHT. , 


I WON'T > 
GO LOOKING 
FOR THAT PINGV 
w OLP CAVE. > 


1 THIS BORING, LOVEV ) M 


now A 

TALK. 

/V \ 

V TELL ME Y. /// 



.] ABOUT THIS IT / / / 


























































There was something. 


And of course she 
did not stay away. 


YOU'RE 

NOT THE ONLY ONE 
. WHO FELT IT. ^ 


That called to her. 


X JUST 
KNOW WHAT 
THIS IS... 


Something that crept 
its way into her mind... 


THAT 

STRANGE FEELING 
VOU FELT.., . 


And planted itself 
firmly, to be picked at. 


IT'S 

POWER. 

























































VO UR 
POWER \S 
/ANCIENT. 


I KNOW 
WHAT YOU 
A RE. 


AUUU, A 
ClJ2 WV^RR 
OriRL. 


AMD 

BRAAVVV^^. 


If only she had 
really known. 


The truth of what 
she had sought out. 


UAVWE 
yoUUU C 13 MB 
HERE For 
POW^RRR? . 


I...I CAM E 

HERE FOP? SOMETHING 
. DIFFERENT. 


SOMETHING, 

REAL. 


REALLLL? 

INTTTEREsssTlNa 


difpferrrenttt 

LIESS& AT VO«JR 
FINSGrERTIPSSS. 


And that there was. 


/ DO’O’O 

/^5~ 

r'Hil 

y^uuu 

1 . ^^5 

n/ v 

V MOWWWW? 















































No turning back. 



















LET'S 

TAKE A QUICK 


OHHH! 


Y $Ot LITTLE 

iA ,/ v peek, y 

i V SC- AS~ 

j/sS' - Yff 

Pv A I7IARV. JH 




IS 

SOMEONE.., RIBBIT. 
THERE? 



OH NO.,. 
APALAIPE. 


WHAT 

have you 

I70NE? 


PLEASE. 

RIBBIT.. 























































































































If only she had 
arrived sooner. 


Everything 
would have been 
different. 


APALAIPE! 


If WHAT 
IS ALL OP 
* THIS? 


Fate would not allow 
that, in this story. 


But of course 




WHAT 
HAVE YOU 
PONE? 











































































f SO I TOLP HER 
JUST BECAUSE 1 WORK WITH 
i WOOP, POE£N'T MEAN X 
WANT TO HSM 

PATE A TREE VfA = 7/ty 

woman, you a ^C4-¥| 

KNOW WHAT 

E>HE M, \TtT~<A 

k ■ V ML vl 


WHAT THE 
F#£%&? 


WHAT PIP.., 
t>IOOp...S HE 
£AY? 


r BAP > 
MOVE THERE/ 
MV FURRY ANP 
FEATHEREP 
k FRIENP. >1 


you 

RUINEP MV 
STORY.., 


YAHH/ 


\\\\\\\\\\\V\ \\ \ 1 


ml, 

'f L 

yl-HM 

■',v i ^ 

faSs**®^ 

























WHAT HAVE 
YOU PONE WITH 
APALAIPE? 


I'M SURE 
you have 

PLENTY OF 

questions. 


WE 

have 
much TO 
piscuss. 


hush, 

little 

OrlRL. 


I'M 

TrYIK<S TO 
TELL 

. you. / 


LON<S A<SO, pEFORE 

a time you goulp 
GOMPrEHEnP 


PUT IN ALL THE 
PARKNESS OF THAT 
WAR, THERE WAS 
LU&HT. 


My family 
WAS AT WAR. 
A WAR THEY 
1-OST. 


A GHlLP. 


anp in their loss, a 
NEVER-EnPIN<& sleep 

THEY WOULP RECEIVE 

as punishment. 


nature 
cannot ee 

CHANqEd. 


THIS GHILP 
WOULP pg 
LOOKEP AFTER, 

AnP carep 

FOR. 


AnP MAPnESS 
CANNOT pE 
GONTAINEP. 


He WAS To PE the 
SALVATION of a 
fallen PEOPLE. 


he oust WASN'T 
THE SALVATION 
they hap 
plannep for. 
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jjjH 1 -'Si 1 

| gMEj 

■■^lllr&\^ tS 

‘w4^jy 



KILL 


THEM ®§2$ 



fv 

1 MllsilS 







LEAVE ^ 
NONE AUVE 
WHO /ARE 
WITHOUT 
.MAPNESS.. 


...WITH 
AN OLP 
FRIEND? 


pie, you 

NA£TV 

BASTARPS! 


SHARE A 
PRINK.,, 



Hif 




oo 


1 

w 



























































































































































































^ I HOPE 
YOU CAME PREPARE? 

TO PIE TO PAY/ yOU 
. FILTH! . 


youR 

HIGHNESS. 


^ THAT ^ 
SPEECH IS 
SO BENEATH 
. YOU. . 


^ I WILL ~ 
HAVE yOU FLAyEP 
ANP PlSPLAyEP 
FOR THIS 

^ TREACHERY ^ 


^ NOW/ NOW. ^ 
THOSE NASTy THOUGHTS 
yOU HAVE ARE NOT 
BEFITTING A OUEEN OF 
^ WONPERLANP. ^ 


AHHH// 














































..MAKE 

THEM 

STOP. 


MAKE. 

THEM. 








MONSTER 
IS SUCH A 

ttORRlP 

TERM. 


MONSTER OF 
. CHAOS.,, . 


X BRXNa 
FREEDOM. X AM 
A SAVIOR. . 


A U&HT 

TO YOU WHO ARE 
BWnPEP. 


I SAIF 

STAV BACK, you 
. MONSTER! . 


WARN THEM 
ALL, 


MAFNESS 
IS COMINS. 


(H 

Tl 





i 




i r 

Lju 







































OH, 

APALA\PE, WHAT HAVE 
. YOU PONE? , 


I'M TOO 
LATE. 


r THIS ^ 
MUST BE 
ENPEP. X WILL 
SAVE you, MV 
v SISTER. > 


CARPENTER! 
YOU'RE STILL 
ALIVE! 


X MUST 

PROTECT HER, IF EVEN 
. FROM HERSELF! . 


BARELV...MV 
PEAR, AN 17 AT A 
COST. 


WHERE IS 
AI7ALAIPE? 


THR... 

THRONE 

ROOM. 


WAIT! yOU PON'T 
UN PERSIAN P... 


HELLO, 

SISTER. 


—— 














































































































































































































































WHAT 
HAVE YOU 
PONE? 


WHAT HAS 
HE MAPE YOU 
PO? 


NOTHING 
X PIPN'T 
ENJOY. 


I'M FREE 
NOW. YOU CAN 
BE, TOO. 


THIS IS NOT 
FREEDOM. 


THIS IS 
MAPNESS! 


NOW IT'S VOUR 
TURN TO BE FREEI7, 
SISTER. 



Qi ' 1 

m ^ / M ] ] k\ 

\\Y / 

v 


t \/ f & 

y!2 d— 


^ 7 ^ 





1 OH EVIE, 

1 ( THEV ARE ONE IN I I 

IV THE SAME. 

/< r\\ 

gr ISN'T THAT VAl 1 ^^' \v 

M RIGHT/ MV 
jjmHATTER? M JM 




WE 

YEB, MV ▼ HELPEP FREE 

E-v OUEEN. EVERV LITTLE H 

\ V„ „|^ PIECE WE COULP l 
\ MhW SCRAPE FROM ijd; 

\ .iMb^THEIR BONES^^Wfi 

dd \vy xJl\ 






'I 1 v 
\\Xv *y 


\ u \o\ 1 

\ 0 \ 




A 144 


i \ 

















































































































you 

HAVE TO STOP 
THIS. 


APALA\PE, 

PLEASE. 


WHV? 


00*1 


AUP X 

PON'T THINK YOU 
EVER WILL. 


I LOVE 

you. 
































YAR&H 


not... m 

TOPAY. M 


WILL £>AVE 
YOU. 
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VO N'T 
VO THIS. 


WE WILL 
F\UV A WAV TO 
w FIX THIS. 


WHO SAY'S 
X WANT TO BE 
FIXEP? 


THIS IS THE 
GREATEST I'VE 
EVER FELT. 


LISTEN TO ME. 


U6 MH 


THE 

MAPNESS IS 
. NOW ME! . 






1a 






1 111 

1/ V 


IViL THAT'S JUST ^fn\_ \ N ^| \ 


Kv!w 

L V 


- '-V ™ /// THE MAI7NESS TALKING. T UrK\ V ll \ 



















































































OMFH! 


^ PLEASE, ^ 

GEOFFREY. I IPO N'T WANT 
. TO HURT YOU. . 


THEN 

PON'T. 


^ X WILL ^ 
ENJOy 

REMOVING VOUR 
GKIN EITHER 
^ WAY. ^ 


CAN'T. 


SUCH 

LOVELy 

SKIN. 


NO 

NEEP TO 
HIPE... 


m/w? 


I'M NOT 
HIDING. 


HEH, 
THAT A 
GIRL. 











































r you ^ 

ARE BREAKING 
MV HEAR T. 

X LOVE 

fv you. > 


PLEASE, 
COME BACK TO 
ME. 


CANNOT FIGHT 

you. 


HOW HEROIC OF YOU. BUT I'M SORRV, 
X BELIEVE yOU HAVE REAP 7 THIS 
^ SITUATION OUITE WRONG. ^ 


Tek, T6k, ~ 
7fSfc. SEEMS OLP 
FROG FOOTMAN 
COULDN'T GET THE 
V JOB PONE. ^ 


r no i 

WORRIES, 
I'LL MAKE 
SURE YOU 
REMEMBER 
IT ON THE 
OTHER 
L SIPE. A 




















































































































WHAT 
HAVE X 
PONE? 


WH A... 
HOW? 


HS$r PLEASE/ 
EVELYN. 
hurrv. 


KILL ME 

BEFORE I LOSE 
CONTROL AGAIN. 


I...X LOVE 

VOL, EVELYN PU LAC. 
I LOV... 


HEH. I KNEW 
YOU WERE TOO WEAK 
. TO PO IT. 


/iwwar 

































I'M... I'M 

£ORRy I COULDN'T 

. SAVE you. . 


love you, 

TOO. 










































Some tell of 
love and loss. 


Some of death. 


While otheRS, 


And birth. 


...have 
okhv oust 
startup. 







M/Jiwi 

\\j ' M 



sk.# 
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Every story 
is different. 
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